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The three linking circles represent the coming together of the diocese proclaiming our 

Catholic faith and commitment to providing an inspirational education for all our young 

people and families. 

The river in the second link connects each tribal group within the diocese.  The footprints 

show how we all, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people, walk this land sharing our 

knowledge through education and reconciliation. 
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PREAMBLE 
This policy places a contemporary educational lens on sharply focused goals, targets and strategies for the holistic 
learning and developmental needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people enrolled in Catholic 
schools in the Diocese of Armidale. It sets directions based upon three arms; reconciliation, cultural identity and 
education.  The policy builds upon the demands for equality as articulated by our Catholic forefathers, such as 
Archbishop Polding whose strong words to Catholic community in 1849 continue to be a challenge for us: 

‘the first occupants of the land…. have a very strong claim upon you …Nor will the Lord hold you innocent if you 
have not used your best endeavours to promote their temporal and eternal wellbeing. 

Pope John Paul II stated in his 1986 address to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people in Alice Springs: 

“For thousands of years this culture of yours was free to grow without interference by people from other places.  
You lived your lives in spiritual closeness to the land, with its animals, birds, fishes, waterholes, rivers, hills and 

mountains.  Through your closeness to the land you touched the sacredness of the man’s relationship with God, for 
the land was proof of a power in life greater than yourselves.  You did not spoil the land, use it up, exhaust it, and 

then walk away from it.  You realised that your land was related to the source of life. 

The silence of the bush taught you a quietness of soul that put you in touch with another world, the world of God’s 
Spirit.  Your careful attention to the details of kinship spoke of your reverence for birth, life and human generation.  
You knew that children need to be loved, to be full of joy.  They need a time to grow in laughter and to play, secure 

in the knowledge that they belong to their people 

You have a great respect for the need which people have for law (lore), as a guide to living fairly with each other.  
So you created a legal system – very strict it is true – but closely adapted to the country in which you lived your 

lives.  It made your society orderly.  It was one of the reasons you survived in this land.. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ speaks all languages. It esteems and embraces all cultures. It supports them in 
everything human and, when necessary, it purifies them. Always and everywhere the Gospel uplifts and enriches 

cultures with the revealed message of a loving and merciful God. 

That Gospel now invites you to become, through and through, Aboriginal Christians. It meets your deepest desires. 
You do not have to be people divided into two parts, as though an Aboriginal had to borrow the faith and life of 
Christianity, like a hat or a pair of shoes, from someone else who owns them. Jesus calls you to accept his words 

and his values into your own culture. To develop in this way will make you more than ever truly Aboriginal. 

Take this Gospel into your own language and way of speaking; let its spirit penetrate your communities and 
determine your behaviour towards each other, let it bring new strength to your stories and your ceremonies. Let 

the Gospel come into your hearts and renew your personal lives. The Church invites you to express the living word 
of Jesus in ways that speak to your Aboriginal minds and hearts. All over the world people worship God and read 

his word in their own language, and colour the great signs and symbols of religion with touches of their own 
traditions. Why should you be different from them in this regard, why should you not be allowed the happiness of 

being with God and each other in Aboriginal fashion? 

As you listen to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, seek out the best things of your traditional ways. If you do, you 
will come to realise more and more your great human and Christian dignity. Let your minds and hearts be 

strengthened to begin a new life now. Past hurts cannot be healed by violence, nor are present injustices removed 
by resentment. Your Christian faith calls you to become the best kind of Aboriginal people you can be. This is 

possible only if reconciliation and forgiveness are part of your lives. Only then will you find happiness. Only then will 
you make your best contribution to all your brothers and sisters in this great nation. You are part of Australia and 
Australia is part of you. And the Church herself in Australia will not be fully the Church that Jesus wants her to be 
until you have made your contribution to her life and until that contribution has been joyfully received by others. 

  
      John Paul II Alice Springs 1986 – No. 12 
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It is the intention of this policy to ensure that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture, history and identity is 
understood, acknowledged and celebrated in all aspects of the Catholic School and community life.  The policy is 
inclusive in nature and futuristic in formation. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Policy provides an aspirational framework for schools to 
improve faith, educational and life outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young people.  The Churches 
Core Catholic principle is spreading the message of salvation through Jesus Christ to all people in all contexts. The 
Core Catholic Principles which underpin this policy are the Principle of the Primacy of God; the Principle of the 
Sanctity of Life; the Principle of the Fidelity in Relationship and the Principle of the Common Good. The core values 
expressed can also be viewed as those that concern God, those that concern self and those that concern the 
building of a just world but at the heart of each value, is the call to build the Kingdom of God here and now so that 
each person can come to know God. 

 

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER YOUNG PEOPLE WILL THRIVE IN A CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY: - 

 

 Where ATSI young people are fully embraced and involved in the sacramental life of the local parish; 

 Where spiritual formation enables ATSI young people to express their cultural identity within the Catholic 

Christian tradition; 

 Where family, which is at the heart of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ lives, are visible and 

vocal in the life and work of the parish and school community; 

 Where there is trust and they feel secure and safe, in all relationships; 

 That has high expectations and sets ambitious targets; 

 Where the curriculum is enlivened and enriched with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history, culture 

and languages;  

 That is focused on engagement and has strong attendance strategies; 

 Where ATSI young people are supported in key transition points; 

 That directs resources towards effective strategies and embraces new technologies; 

 Where adjustments are made to support families; 

 Where strong partnerships and networks exist across sectors, groups and organisations. 
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RATIONALE 
This policy sets directions and aims to identify a complete educational pathway for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander young people, within the context of an inclusive framework that identifies student, family and school 
factors that contribute to educational and life outcomes.  
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POLICY STATEMENT 
 

 “God has placed in the human heart a desire to know the truth.  The whole 
Catholic education enterprise is to enable the human spirit to rise to the 
contemplation of the truth on the two wings of faith and reason.”   

(John Paul II, Fides et Ratio, Introdiution 1a, 1998) 

 

WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE DIOCESAN MISSION STATEMENT FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLING 

ALL PARTNERS IN CATHOLIC EDUCATION COMMIT TO; 

 

1. Cultural dialogue which respects Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ cultural ways and seeks to 

promote and celebrate them within the life of the school; 
 

2. Celebrations and religious education curricula that is inclusive; 

3. Supporting parents and carers in their role as the first educators in faith of their young people;  

4. Knowing the local Aboriginal and Catholic story of the country upon which the school stands; 

5. Promoting and acknowledging the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander identity of the school; 

6. Communication that is an open dialogue and solution focused; 

7. The spiritual formation of culturally strong young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders; 

8. Working in partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families and communities to ensure that 

their faith, learning and developmental needs are enhanced; 

 
9. All schools including specific Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander, Closing the Gap strategies in Annual 

Plans;  
 

10. All schools developing, implementing and monitoring a Personalised Learning Plan for each Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander student; 

 

11. All schools considering cultural competence and safety in establishing quality partnerships between 
education sectors, local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and other stakeholders; 

 
12. Supporting and promoting the work of the Armidale Diocesan Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Education Standing Committee 
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APPENDIX 2 

VOICES OF THE ABORIGINAL & TORRES 

STRAIT ISLANDER COMMUNITY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 Aspirations of child and parent; 

 Assessment points at pivotal ages;  

 Visioning successful outcomes. 

 

 

  

CHILD 

I love playing 

tricks.  I can sing 

and dance, and I  

am going to be a rock star.   

I am trying to learn.  

I am really active.   

 

I saw the moon. 

 

 

I AM  

 5 

 

PARENT 

You are priceless, rare and 

precious, one of a kind.  Don’t 

take on my fears for you. 

Fly towards the sun.  I will always 

have your back. 

PARENT 

Carve your style.  I give you 

permission to be you. 

CHILD 

I am 8 and I am  

the boss.  I am  

brave.  I love my  

pets and want to be a 

herpetologist. 

I am good at Maths. 

Family comes first. 

 

 

I AM  

 8 
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APPENDIX 2 

VOICES OF THE ABORIGINAL & TORRES 

STRAIT ISLANDER COMMUNITY 
 

 

 

 

I am 12 and I take 
one step at a time. 
My life will take me  
where it takes me. 

 
I like new things and  
figuring things out for myself. I 
might have to leave home next  
year. 

 

PARENT 

Tell me about your peaks and pits – 

ask me about mine.  Be confident in 

your skin. 

I AM 

  12 

School is hard, and I  
worry about the  
pressures of school  
and family. I am 
confused a lot, about everything, but 
my friends help me when I am 
feeling sad. I don't want to go 
to Year 11 and 12, I want to get an 
apprenticeship in mechanics. I know 
not a lot of girls aren't mechanics but 
it’s what I want to do.  

 

I AM  

   15 

PARENT 

Own your own stuff.  Be  

accountable.  Know you are  

loved and wanted. 

This is my final year of 
 school. I am sad to  
leave what has been 
 known for six years of  
my life, my friends and 
to move out of home. However, I am 
really excited for what lays ahead, 
opportunities of University, travel, 
future career direction and a new 
way of life. 

 

PARENT 

Embrace everything. 

Respect your dignity. 

Share your story. 

Remember your  

mob. 

 

 

 

I AM 

   17 
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